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Office Phone: 1-706-397-8223

MOUNTAIN TOP SPEAKERS ARE AVAILABLE

Do you have:

+ A Sunday School class that needs a speaker?

+ A civic club that requires a program?

+ A church group that wants to know more about Mountain Top?
+ A missions team that wants to get involved?

Staff and Board Members are prepared to accommodate your speaking needs.

Please contact Bonnie Sanford at 770-928-3676 or at cbsanford@comcast.net to schedule a speaker.
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IT'S TIME
AGAIN
FOR THE
ANNUAL BBQ

SATURDAY,
OcTOBER 14
1:00 p.M.

Come early to
meet the boys
and the staff
that we are so
proud of at
MOUNTAIN TOP
BOYS HOME.

FALL 2006

DR. BUDD WAS A VISIONARY -
HIS PRAYERS ARE BEING ANSWERED

Dr. Candler Budd was a
visionary Methodist leader
whose love for the Georgia
mountains led him in the late
sixties to see the value that a
property such as Mountain Top
could give toward the service
to many. Through Dr. Budd's
encouragement, Bert Lance, a
prominent North Georgia banker,
a loan was made to purchase
the property. Arthur Jackson,

a prominent Hapeville
businessman helped pay

off the mortgage giving the
land to the Atlanta Marietta
District of the United Methodist
Church.

With nearly five hundred acres
surrounded by thousands of
acres of national forest this
incredible tract has much to
offer. Dr. Budd first saw this land
as a retreat and initial site work
was toward that use. Gordon
Fincher, a United Methodist
minister, was the dry witted
work horse that forged the initial
efforts as he joined in the vision.
However, the location was
considered more remote thirty-
five years ago and the retreat
idea took a back seat.

In 1980 Mountain Boys Home
was started and has been

an important service to the
community ever since. The boys

are the backbone of Mountain
Top’s service commitment. Yet,
with this large tract there is
plenty of room for more. As
stewards of this tract the District
Board and the Mountain Top
Board together have the
obligation to see that this
property is, in the words of

Dr. Warren Lathem, District
Superintendent of the Atlanta
Marietta District “placed in the
highest and best use for the
sake of the Kingdom.” Although
Mountain Top leases the
property from the District both
the memory of Dr. Budd's vision
and the District Board have
been significant in the planning
for Mountain Top.

In 1999 a study was made of
the boy's home as well as the
enhanced use of this property.
Through consultation with
child care professionals, land
planners, and architects a site
plan was created that gave
room for a dynamic future for
both the Boy’s Home and
expanded uses. With the
experience of some twenty
week long work teams and
countless weekend groups

at Mountain Top the visible
enrichment to the boys has
been evident. While the living
quarters will be totally separate,
the opportunity for organized

Dr. Candler Budd

and shared events gives added
value to the boys.

At the ground breaking for
the chapel and amphitheater
Dr. Budd's vision took a leap
to reality. This is only the
beginning of the retreat and
camping components that will
complement and enhance the
lives of the boys who will share
their piece of the dream and
the bounty of the long ago
cast prayers.

What we often thought to

be acting on our dreams for
Mountain Top was simply the
Lord allowing us to work within
the dreams and prayers that
Dr. Budd cast in the late sixties.
We are thankful for Dr. Budd's
lofty vision and the privilege to
be allowed to be custodians of
that vision for the future of this
great asset for ministry.






